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tried to develop the germ of their better feelings. He
found however that he could not rely on words alone, but
was obliged to use corporal punishment. * My aim was/ he
says, (to carry the simplifying of all means of teaching so
far that every common man can easily bring himself to
teach his children, and to make the school gradually
superfluous for the first elements. I wished to bring to
perfection the smallest thing that the children learnt,
to go back Jh nothing, so tLat they should never for-
get one ^ word that they had learnt, or write badly
one letter that they had written well/ In this school
Pestalozzi himself acquired that intimate knowledge of
children's nature which no man ever possessed to a
larger extent.
This work was suddenly interrupted. In 1799 the
French came back again and changed the buildings of
the convent at Stanz into a military hospital. Pestalozzi
went away and refreshed himself on the hills vof Gurnigel
after the wearisome toil with which he had tended his
beggar children during nine months. He still longed
for the work of a teacher. He took a post in the
school at Burgdorf near Bern, and applied to the
teaching of the lower classes the principles he had
learned at Stanz. He stayed here rather less than a year,
and then, with the help of three friends, set up an esta-
blishment in the old castle of Burgdorf, to which a number
of poor Appenzell boys came as pupils, among them two
who were afterwards celebrated, Ramsauer and Egger.
There were no books, no appliances of education ; the old
tapestry of the castle was made use of for object lessons.
Here on January i, 1801, Pestalozzi began a new book,
1 Wie Gertrud ihre Kinder lehrt' (' How Gertrude teaches
her children'). In this book he tries to solve the- following
problem : ' What would you do if you wished to give

